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3rd Sunday of Easter- B 2015 
Deacon Pat Hall 
ACTS 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 JN 2:1-5A; LK 24:35-48 

 
Homilies are vehicles for breaking open the Word of God.  First read the Sunday 
readings at http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041915.cfm 
 
Searching, finding, recognizing and celebrating. 
 
We are taken across the gamut today through God’s Word as recorded in Acts, First 
John and Luke and in our liturgical prayers.  
 
Our Entrance Antiphon calls for us to “Cry out with joy to God.” 
 
Our Collect calls for us to exult, to rejoice now looking forward to the rejoicing on 
the day of resurrection. 
 
We hear Peter indicting the ones who had put the author of life to death, but who 
also offers hope of the fulfillment of God’s plan, his plan of mercy that our sins may 
be wiped away. 
 
Our Psalm promises hope in our distress, that God listens to our cries, shares his 
gladness and brings peace to our hearts. 
 
From the Letter of St. John, we are assured that our Advocate, Jesus Christ, is 
expiation for our sins. 
 
In the Gospel we learn that in our terror, Jesus brings his peace.  That He is really He. 
And that through his suffering and resurrection we are reconciled to our God. 
 
And all in the hope, as in our Prayer after Communion, that we may attain in our 
flesh the incorruptible glory of the resurrection through Christ our Lord. 
 
Our hearts ache and search for this since our very creation.  We search for what God 
has made eternally present to us, his Son, Jesus Christ.  And yet, often we do not 
recognize him.  It is if a veil or haze has been brought down over our vision, that of 
course being our sin, our choosing other than God, other than neighbor. 
 
But God never gives up on us and continually, in his mercy and love, makes his very 
self present to us.  He says to us today, “Look at me; it is I myself.”  In our worship 
today, he makes himself present in the Word, the Blessed Sacrament, our priest and 
in the participating faithful. 
 
Our Gospel readings this Easter season have shown how Jesus has made himself 
present and our difficulties in recognizing him. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/3:13
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/1john/2:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/24:35
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041915.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/3:13
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/1john/2:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/24:35
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/041915.cfm
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Last Sunday, we heard how Jesus told Thomas to put his finger on the marks of 
Jesus’ hands and to put his hand into Jesus’ side.  Upon seeing, Thomas recognizes 
Jesus as who he truly is and was the first disciple to proclaim, “My Lord and my 
God!” (Jn 20: 28) 
 
Two weeks ago, on Easter Sunday, we heard of Peter and the disciple, whom Jesus 
loves, running to the tomb to find out who had taken the body.  It was upon 
observing the absence of the body, that the disciple, whom Jesus loves, recognizes 
who Jesus truly is, that He is risen. 
 
Elsewhere in the Gospels are accounts of his resurrected presence and the difficulty 
of his disciples in recognizing him:  Mary Magdalene in the garden (Jn 20:14-18), the 
disciples on the road to Emmaus (Lk 24:13-32) and the fishermen spotting him on 
the shore (Jn 21:3-4). 
 
Christ makes himself eternally present to us today.  In the world beyond these walls 
Jesus says we can find him in the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the poor, the sick 
and the prisoner. (Mt 25: 35-36)  Can we find him? 
 
When we recognize him for who he is, do we respond to his love?  Do we embrace 
his mercy?  Do we come to know him? 
 
That was the question ultimately posed to us in the Letter of John.  To know Jesus is 
to keep his commandments, to love God and neighbor.  In doing so, we enter into an 
intimate relationship with Christ… as we live as he lives.i 
 
To know Jesus… is to act as Jesus… towards Jesus whom we find in each other.   
 
That is something we can celebrate.  Let the joy begin. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i Graziano Marcheschi, MA DMin & Nancy Seitz Marcheschi, Workbood for Lectors, 
2012, p. 151 


